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CITY OF OAKLAND COUNCIL BUDGET MEETING

MAY 27, 2011
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MS. BLOCH: Good evening. My name is Helen Bloch

I am an Oakland resident, Oakland homeowner, Oakl
taxpayer. | am an employee for the City of Oakla
proud member of 1021 SEIU, and most importantly -
(applause)

MS. BLOCH: -- most importantly, | am a voter in
Oakland.

| have some petition signatures to present to the
council.

For the last two weeks, a collection of volunteer
have been collecting petition signatures for peop
outraged at the idea that any of the Oakland Publ
locations may be closed.

These petitions have been collected by volunteers
during a two-week time period and more are coming

| have a total of 5,511 signatures.

(applause)

MS. BLOCH: | have a total of 5,511 signatures of
outraged voters.

5,511 may be just a number, but in terms of thing
that you can better visualize, if each of those 5
were given one minute of speaking time, we would
91.85 hours, so | am speaking on their behalf. |
think any of us want to be here that long.

5,511 people. If we stood hand-in-hand, would ma
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a line one-and-a-half miles long. We are outrage
we know that libraries are valuable to the commun
Oakland. They are valuable to us educationally.
valuable to us socially. They cause community to
But one thing that hasn't been discussed so far i
that libraries bring economic value to communitie
like to take a moment to talk about that.

This is something else that | would like to show
Council. This is just one of a number of studies
been conducted throughout the United States.

This latest one is from Wisconsin. There's the
bibliography that lists about 40 other locations
done studies.

What these studies have found is that for every
dollar that is spent on library services, between
five dollars of returns come into the city econom

How do these benefits come? They come through
salaries that are paid, and there are over 400 pa
full-time staff at Oakland Public Library right n

They come with taxes that are paid, and 65 percen
of Oakland Public Library employees are city of O
residents. They come from --

(applause)

MS. BLOCH: They come from vendors and contractor

many of them local, that sell items to Oakland Pu
Library. They come from neighboring businesses w
income from patrons who are using the library. T

particularly critical in Oakland where we need re
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businesses.

Library locations such as those at Cesar Chavez,
Piedmont Avenue, Rockridge, Dimond are located on
avenues, and people who use the library bring in

They also bring in economic business for the cost
services if the public had to buy them. We're ta
buying books, DVDs, computer time, and programs.

This is the May calendar of events for Oakland
Public Library, and | counted the number of progr
offering this month: 225.

(applause)

MS. BLOCH: Additionally, OPL offers computer ski
and resources for people searching for jobs. We
legal help. We offer free tax help, and free fin
help.

Cutting any sort of libraries, as my mother would
have said, may be penny-wise, but it is pound foo

| thank you for your time.
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